
Year 11 Business A level - head start activity 

 

Welcome to those of you who are planning to study Business A level with us at Bay House 

Sixth Form.  This head start activity is to give you an opportunity to have a go at some of the 

type of work you will be doing on the course.  If you’d like me to look at any of the work you 

do, then please email it to me: 

ldenzey@bayhouse.gfmat.org 

 

Thank you. 

 

Ms Denzey 

Subject Lead for Business and Economics 

 

In Business we always work from real life case studies, as far as possible.  Here’s one about 

Mr Sherrick’s Shakes. 

 

Task 1 - read the information about the business - don’t worry about the questions yet. 
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Use the internet or your own knowledge if you’ve studied business at GCSE and explain the 

following key terms: 

 

Capital 

Cash Flow 

Profit margins 

Crowdfunding 

Equity 

 

Task 2 - looking at crowdfunding in more detail. 

 

Crowdfunding is an alternative method of raising equity finance for a business, project or 

idea. 

Unlike business angel investment, in which one person typically takes a larger stake in a 

small business, with crowdfunding an entrepreneur or business can attract a ‘crowd’ of 

investors – each of whom takes a small stake by contributing towards an online fundraising 

target. 

Activity: 

 

Watch this video: 

 

https://www.tutor2u.net/business/reference/crowdfunding 

 

Example 3 = equity crowdfunding.  There are 2 types of crowdfunding, equity and reward 

(sometimes known as gift) 

 

Activity 

 

Explain the difference between the two types - you’ll have to do some research. 

 

Activity: 

 

Visit     https://www.crowdcube.com/investments 

 

If you had some spare cash which would you invest in and, very briefly, why? 

 

Task 3 

 

Look at the questions included in the case study about Mr Sherrick’s Shakes.  Before you 

look at the answers, have a go yourself.  Check with the actual answers to see how you did. 

 

Task 4 

 

Use the following link to learn about the bank of England and what is known as the base 

rate.  The Bank of England has responded to the Covid-19 crisis by reducing the base rate 

to 0.1%. 

What does this mean for anyone who wants to borrow money at this time? 

https://www.tutor2u.net/business/reference/crowdfunding
https://www.crowdcube.com/investments


 

What does this mean for anyone who has money saved in their bank? 

 

 

 

Extension Task: 

 

Watch the following video: 

 

https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/reference/coronavirus-pandemic-business-impact-and-

business-response 

 

Write me a brief report about how the pandemic is affecting businesses in your local area.  

Which have been forced to close down? 

Which are thriving? 

Which have managed to adapt to survive? 

https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/reference/coronavirus-pandemic-business-impact-and-business-response
https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/reference/coronavirus-pandemic-business-impact-and-business-response

